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Excavation of the Skeletal Pit 1 at the Battlefield of the Changping War
The Museum of Archaeology of Shanxi and Others

Located within the territory of Gaoping,Shanxi province, Changping witnessed in 260

BC a war between the Zhao and Qin states,one of the biggest in the Warring States peri-

od. The war whicd meant an important step toward reunification of the country under

Qin, but in the same time a brutal killing of four hundred thousand surrendered Zhao sol-

diers.

A pit containing the skeletal remains of the Zhao victims was found at the Yonglu

Village , Gaoping in 1995. It yielded arrow-heads, belt-hooks, hairpins and knife-like coins

along with skeletal remains of some ninety human individuals, which,showing much bodi-

ly damage, were buried randomly. According to a preliminary study, all the buried is male,

and most around the age of 30. The average height is 170 cm. Judging by their arrange-

ment and bodily damage, almost all of them were buried dead. There is no impressive evi-

dence to alive burial. Discovery of the pit provides us with a peep into the war and history

two millennia ago.
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